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Understanding what career options are out there, getting an initial foot on the career

ladder and working out your next career move are important considerations for all of

us. Blackrock College RFC wants to help its players navigate these challenging

areas and ensure that the benefit of experience and extensive networks can be

passed from one generation to the next.

The club’s Career Advisory Panel (Panel) has been assembled to provide career

advice and networking opportunities for existing players of all levels. The Panel

comprises people with a close connection to the club drawn from a wide range of

different backgrounds. We have tried to cover an array of professional services,

industries and trades and where we don’t have a representative from a particular

sector on the Panel, we can still access the relevant people.

Members of the Panel will present in-person to teams across the club and can be

contacted at: careers@blackrockcollegerfc.ie. We are here to help and will go out of

our way to answer questions, provide advice and make any connections that we can.
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Carole Ann Clarke 

Advertising, Digital transformation; 
Leadership/Mental health and wellbeing/Corporate
wellbeing and resilience coach

Carole Ann represented the Blackrock College RFC Women’s
team for 10 years from 1993 to 2003 and captained the team and
the Leinster team for two seasons. She also captained the Irish
senior team for four years. Carole Ann was IWRFU President for
two years and worked on the integration of Women’s rugby into
the IRFU. She also played hockey at interprovincial level and
Gaelic Football at senior county level. 

Carole Ann has extensive experience in the world of advertising
and digital transformation having worked for global brands
including Diageo and Coca-Cola. She is currently Founding
Member and Managing Director Europe of the I Am Here

organisation changing workplace culture around beliefs and
behaviours around mental health and wellbeing (as a key
capability to business resilience and profitability) as well as
leadership coaching, resilience and corporate wellbeing.

Jen is the current team manager for the Ireland Women’s XVs
and heads up the Women’s section in Blackrock College RFC.
She joined the club late in her sporting career having spent most

of it in hockey. With strong family club connections (father,
brother, sister, nephews) she got her first Blackrock cap in 2019.
Jen is also co-coach of the Irish Senior Women’s tag side and has
been to two World Cups in Australia. She ran Old Alexandra
Hockey Club and University of Limerick Hockey Club. 

Jen works as an editor, researcher and outreach in the Irish
Historic Towns Atlas project based in the Royal Irish Academy,
sat on the National Archives Advisory Board as a ministerial

appointment, lectured and tutored in history at the University of
Limerick, participated in a number of national and international
conferences and has a number of academic publications. 

Jen Moore

Publishing, Academia, Event Organisation, Sport
Administration and Coaching
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Ciaran Scally

Accountancy and Corporate Finance

Ciaran represented UCD RFC at U-20 and 1st XV levels. He also
represented Leinster and Ireland. Ciaran completed a BComm in
UCD and a Masters of Accounting in Smurfit Business School
before qualifying as a Chartered Accountant (ACA) in 2004. 

Ciaran is currently a Director in KPMG Corporate Finance. Ciaran
is also a Citing Commissioner for the IRFU and has recently been
appointed as Citing Commissioner for a number of Pro14,
European Challenge Cup, European Champions Cup and
Women’s 6 Nations matches.

David represented Blackrock College RFC at U-19, U-20 and 1st
XV levels. He also represented Cambridge University, Leinster,
Northampton Saints and Ireland. 

David qualified as a solicitor in London in 2010 and practised
sports, commercial and corporate law before returning to Dublin

in 2019 to take up his current role as Head of Legal with

International Rugby Players.

David Quinlan

Law
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Valerie Power

Health Research, Health and Social Care Regulation,
Technology and Innovation in Healthcare, Academia

Valerie joined Blackrock College RFC in 2019 and currently plays
with the Women’s side. Prior to that, she played for and
captained Shannon RFC for several years. Valerie represented
Munster at senior interprovincial level from 2015-2017. She is also
heavily involved in tag rugby and is currently a player/assistant
coach with the Irish Senior Women’s team. 

Valerie qualified as a physiotherapist in 2010 and completed a
PhD at the University of Limerick in 2014. She has over 10 years of
experience as a researcher, primarily working on large
international projects in the fields of technology and innovation
in healthcare. She has published a number of peer-reviewed

papers, presented at international conferences, and has lectured
and tutored in health research and physiotherapy. Valerie
currently works in health and social care regulation. 

Tim graduated from Oxford Brookes University in 2002 with a
BSc (Hons) in Real Estate and qualified as a chartered surveyor in
April 2005. Tim is a member of the Royal Institute of Chartered
Surveyors and The Society of Chartered Surveyors Ireland. 

He commenced his career in London in 2002 at CBRE where he
acted for some of the UK’s leading developers and institutional
funds. Tim founded and was head of the Residential Capital
Markets team at CBRE from 2016-2020 in Dublin and recently
moved to Knight Frank where he established the new
Residential Capital Markets team there.
Tim advises some of the leading investors and developers in the
Irish Residential Capital Markets sector.

Tim MacMahon 

Real Estate Brokerage / Advisory
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David Malone

Construction

David represented Blackrock College RFC from 1994-2011 at 
U-19, U-20 and 1st XV levels as well as every junior team in the
club. He also represented Trinity College Dublin and Leinster at
U-19, U-20 and U-21 levels. 

David qualified as a civil engineer from TCD in 1998 and has
worked within the construction sector since. His initial
experience was on site, managing small and large housing
developments. In more recent years he has further qualified as 
a quantity surveyor and currently runs a medium sized
construction company.

Aidan is currently Head of Channel Sales UK&I at HubSpot. He

was one of 10 Irish employees to open HubSpot's first office
outside of North America. Aidan has helped the HubSpot office
grow from 10 employees in 2013 to nearly 2000 in 2021. 

Prior to HubSpot, Aidan had various sales and management

roles in Salesforce, Oracle and Dell. He has a passion for sales,
management, mentoring and building high performing teams.

Aidan O’Leary

Technology Sales
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James Ronan 

Real Estate Investment & Development

James represented Blackrock RFC at U-20 and AIL 1st XV levels
from 2006-2010. After attaining a BSc (Hons) in Property
Economics James became a member of the Royal Institute of
Chartered Surveyors and The Society of Chartered Surveyors. 

James started his career working in real estate valuations and
advisory with Knight Frank. Since leaving Knight Frank James

has been working in property investment and development and
is currently Chief Development Officer with Ronan Group Real
Estate. James specialises in the acquisition and delivery of large
scale mixed-use commercial and residential development

projects which to date have included the delivery of HQ

campuses for Amazon, Facebook & Salesforce. 

Peter is a Partner in Consulting with a particular focus on the
Telecom’s, Media and Technology Industry (TMT). Peter has a
degree in Computer Engineering from Trinity College Dublin

and has 18 years’ experience in the TMT industry. 

Peter has helped large scale enterprises deliver on sales and
market making activities across a number of large scale system
integration, application services and outsourcing projects that
had significant transformational business cases. Peter also has
extensive experience with software and platform clients;
managing and growing them from the ground up resulting in
them becoming major accounts.

Peter Glynn

Consulting (Telecommunications, Media and
Technology) 
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Bryan McSweeney

Accountancy and Wealth Management

Bryan attended Blackrock College from 1991-1997 where he
featured at U-13, U-14B and Junior 2nds levels before retiring to
pursue his first loves of football and golf. Thereafter, Bryan
represented Blackrock on the football fields and golf courses
around Ireland. The highlight was victory on the golfing front in
the 1997 Leinster Inter Schools League Matchplay.

After school, Bryan completed a BComm in UCD and a Masters

of Accounting in Smurfit Business School before joining KPMG

to complete his ACA qualification. In 2005/2006 Bryan spent a
year playing golf on a full-time basis playing in the premier

amateur championships in Ireland and South Africa before
returning to work (enlightened about the realities of professional
golf) for Davy where he is a Business Unit Director in the Private
Client department in Dublin.

Bryan has been actively involved in the Blackrock College Past
Pupils Union over the years acting as class representative for the
class of 1997 as well as participating in the 6th year mock

interviews in the years 2016 – 2019.

Bryan is married to Gemma, living in Clontarf and has three
children Tom (3), Isabelle (7); Ollie (10). He is currently a member

of the Royal Dublin Golf Club and coaches the U.10’s in
Belvedere Football Club.
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